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ask after
reading
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ask during the
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How to encourage independent reading at home
Having books that the child owns
Using the library to help build variety
Exposing children to texts beyond novels. E.g. comics, magazines, non-fiction books
Taking control of screens - reading first then screen time
Show that you love reading... even if you have to fake it
Give children books that matter to them (BAME authors and characters)
Reward reading through extrinsic and intrinsic motivators

Can you look at the pictures and
predict what you think will happen in

this book?
What makes you think that?

What characters do you think might
be in our story?

Do you think there will be a problem
in this story? Why or why not?

Does the topic/ story relate to you
or your family? How?

Can you remember the title?
In your opinion, was it a good title for this

book?
Were your predictions about the story

correct?
If there was a problem, did it get solved?
What happened because of the problem?
Why do you think the author wrote this

book?
What is the most important point the
author is trying to make in his writing?

What do you think will happen next?
What can you tell me about the story?

Can you predict how the story will end?
Why do you think the character did ___?
What would you have done if you were

the character?
How would you feel it you were the

character?
As you read, what are you wondering

about?
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Having access to resources and having books of their own has an impact on children’s attainment. There
is a positive relationship between the estimated number of books in the home and attainment (Clark
2011).
An important factor in developing reading for pleasure is choice, choice and interest are highly related
(Schraw el al, 1998, Clark and PhythianSence, 2008)
Literacy-targeted rewards, such as books or book vouchers have been found to be more effective in
developing reading motivation than rewards that are unrelated to the activity (Clark and Rumbold,
2006).
Parents at the home environment are essential to the early teaching of reading and fostering a love of
reading; children are more likely to continue to be readers in homes where books and reading are
valued (Clark and Rumbold, 2006).
Reading for pleasure is strongly influenced by relationships between teachers and children, and children
and families (Cremin et al, 2009).

Strategies to improve independent reading

Impact of reading:

Questions you can ask at home
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What is fluency and
why is it important?

Three ways you can help build fluency at
home...

For a child to be fluent, phonic knowledge is important.
When a child is fluent, we can focus on understanding and comprehension.
When comprehension is secure, the child will enjoy what they read.
Secure phonics and fluency all reduce cognitive load.

What is comprehension?
This refers to the understanding of a text.
There are cases of where children are able to read thanks to secure phonics knowledge and the
ability to decode but do not understand what they have read.

Read and follow - the adult reads the text and the child follows along with their finger. This
helps the children with word recognition and models to them how they should read with fluency.

1.

My turn, your turn - take turns reading a page or a paragraph. Here you are modelling how to
read with fluency, flow and expression.

2.

Echo reading - as you read, the child copies. It is important here to pace yourself and read at a
rate that your child can keep up with.

3.
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Reading bookmarks to support home reading:


